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moved to an electric post and mated. Jorge’s group was rest-

ing in a nearby tree. There was no attempt of copulation 

interruption by his group’s adult female or her adult male 

group mates, who remained at the other side of the road. 

At 13:15, the couple mated again and Jane returned to her 

group. Jorge vocalized while she crossed the road via the 

cable.

July 19th: Jorge, the adult female, and the subadult vocal-

ized at 16:15 when Jane arrived at the border of her home 

range. She crossed the road as usual at 16:30, reaching a 

tree within the home range of Jorge’s group. The couple 

mated four times near his group while her male group 

members howled at the other side of the road. At 16:45, 

Jorge began to slowly moving away from the border of the 

road, only stopping to rub his chin on tree trunks. He was 

followed by Jane. An adult male from Jane’s group (appar-

ently slightly larger than Jorge) also crossed the road using 

the electric cable, reaching the trees. The last EGC was 

recorded at 17:15. After that, Jane returned to her home 

range, whereas Jorge remained with his group. We don’t 

know whether the adult male from Jane’s group left the area 

prior or together with her.

In sum, both Jorge and Jane sought EGCs, but only her 

attempts were successful. When Jorge moved to her home 

range, he was chased away by her adult male group mates. 

On the other hand, his adult female group mate appeared 

to ignore his sexual interactions with Jane. We have no data 

on the occurrence and frequency of EGCs during the days 

we were not monitoring our study group and whether Jane 

mated within her group during our study. We also do not 

know whether Jane got pregnant as a result of these EGCs 

because our study ended only five weeks after the record of 

the first event. Therefore, our data do not allow excluding 

any of the aforementioned hypotheses for explaining the 

EGCs between Jorge and Jane. This was the second report 

on EGC in Alouatta guariba clamitans.
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THE SOUTHERNMOST RECORD OF MICO 
EMILIAE (THOMAS, 1920) FOR THE STATE OF 
MATO GROSSO, NORTHERN BRAZIL

Guilherme Siniciato Terra Garbino
 
The marmoset genus Mico comprises 14 species, 13 of 

which are endemic to Brazil (Rylands et al., 2009; Ferrari 

et al., 2010). Mico emiliae was described by Thomas (1920) 

based on two specimens collected by Emilia Snethlage in the 

Rio Curuá, a tributary of the Rio Iriri, that is an affluent of 

the Rio Xingu (Thomas, 1920; Vivo, 1985). Mico emiliae 
is restricted to the region between the Rio Curuá and Rio 

Iriri to the north, reaching the Rio Teles Pires to the west 

(Pimenta and Silva Jr., 2005; Fialho, 2010). The southern 

limit of the distribution remains unconfirmed but has been 

proposed by Roosmalen et al. (2000) to lie between the 

Xingú headwaters region and the eastern (or right) margin 

of the Upper Rio Teles Pires. Besides the aforementioned 

distribution, M. emiliae was believed to occur westwards, 

in the Madeira/Aripuanã interfluvium (Alperin, 1993; Fer-

rari and Lopes, 1992; Vivo, 1985, 1991). The form from 

this region, however, has now been described as a new spe-

cies, M. rondoni (Ferrari et al., 2010). In this note, I report 

the first record of M. emiliae south of the Rio Teles Pires 
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and Rio Iriri interfluvium, in the Xingú headwaters region, 

and provide an updated map of the known occurrence re-

cords of M. emiliae.

After reviewing the published records of M. emiliae and 

analyzing 12 museum specimens housed in the Museu 

de Zoologia da Universidade de São Paulo, São Paulo 

(MZUSP) and Museu Paraense Emílio Goeldi, Belém 

(MPEG) zoological collections, a total of seven locality re-

cords of M. emiliae were found (Figure 1). Pimenta and 

Silva Jr. (2005) cited the record from Vieira (1955) as dis-

tinct from Thomas (1920), but both publications refer to 

the type locality of M. emiliae. The new record is based on 

a stuffed skin, with separated skull and postcranial skeleton 

(field number PEV 1194–1195, voucher number MZUSP 

35106), collected in the municipality of Cláudia (10°30'S, 

54°53' W, 345m) (Figure 1) by Marilia Kerr in 24.vii.1997. 

The determination of the species was based on diagnostic 

characters described in the literature (Vivo, 1991; Ferrari et 
al., 2010). According to the field notes made by the collec-

tor, the animal was run over by a vehicle while crossing the 

MT-423 highway (the label identifies it as “MT-427”, but 

since this road does not exist, and MT-423 passes through 

the municipality of Cláudia, I assume that the collector was 

referring to this highway) and was previously identified as 

Callithrix melanura. The collecting locality lies on a par-

ticular region, on the southeastern limit of the Brazilian 

Amazon Forest that can be classified phytogeographically 

as “Evergreen Seasonal Forest” (Ivanauskas et al., 2008).

The observed characters agree with the analyzed series from 

Alta Floresta (MPEG 24595, 24596), Ourolândia, Alta 

Floresta (MPEG 24606, 24608, 24609, 24610, 24611), 

Serra do Cachimbo (MPEG 38104, 38105, 38106) and 

also with the paratype (MPEG 170). The specimen showed 

the typical black crown, white patch at the brow, unpig-

mented face, pigmented naked ears, light gray dorsum and 

black tail. The specimen differs slightly from the other ana-

lyzed specimens in its darker pelage (dark gray) of the dorsal 

sacral region and by having a tail with signs of annulations, 

caused by the presence of a dark brown basal band and a 

black distal band on the tail fur. The external measurements 

were taken from the label and are as follow: weight = 330 g, 

total body length = 539 mm, tail length = 333 mm, foot 

length = 65 mm, ear length = 25 mm. 

This record confirms the occurrence of the species 165 km 

south of its previous southernmost locality, in the Xingú 

headwaters region, as predicted by Roosmalen et al. (2000) 

and is an important confirmation of the species’ presence 

Figure 1. Map showing the known records of Mico emiliae. The grey area indicates the putative distribution of the species according to 
Rylands et al. (2009). 1. Cláudia (11°30'S, 54°53'W) (new record); *2. Fazenda São José, Peixoto de Azevedo (10°06'S, 55°31'W) (Ávila-
Pires, 1986); 3. Alta Floresta (09°52'S, 56°05'W) (Ferrari et al., 2010); 4. Ourolândia, Alta Floresta (09°29'S, 56°22'W) (Ferrari et al., 
2010); 5. Serra do Cachimbo (09°22'S, 55°00'W) (Pimenta and Silva Jr., 2005); **6. Rio São Benedito, left margin (09°03'S, 56°35'W) 
(Fialho, 2010, Fialho pers. comm.); 7. Maloca, Upper Rio Curuá (type locality) (07°55'S, 54°50'W) (Thomas, 1920).
*Specimen housed in private collection; **Observational record
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in the area. The possibility that the animal was kept in 

captivity by the local human population cannot be ruled 

out, as the collector did not state whether the single col-

lected specimen belonged to a larger group of individuals 

or was found alone. As more specimens become available, a 

more comprehensive study about geographical variation in 

pelage among distinct populations of M. emiliae would be 

important for understanding whether the variation found 

within the species warrants its division into separate spe-

cific taxa or not.
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OBSERVATIONS OF TERRESTRIAL BEHAVIOR 
IN THE PERUVIAN NIGHT MONKEY (AOTUS 
MICONAX) IN AN ANTHROPOGENIC 
LANDSCAPE, LA ESPERANZA, PERU

 Sam Shanee 
 Noga Shanee

Introduction 

The Peruvian night monkey (Aotus miconax) is one of the 

least studied of all Neotropical primate taxa. A. miconax 

is endemic to northeastern Peru (Aquino and Encarnacion 

1994) and its entire range lies within the ‘tropical Andes 

biodiversity hotspot’, an area characterized by its high levels 

of species endemism and threats to conservation (Myres et 

al. 2000). This species has not been the focus of previous 

behavioral studies and is only known from ad libitum ob-

servations and collection localities in the departments of 

Amazonas, Huánuco and San Martin (Thomas 1927a; 

1927b; Butchart et al. 1995; Cornejo et al. 2008). These 

same departments have some of the highest rates of defor-

estation in Peru (Elgregen 2005; INEI 2007). Deforesta-

tion in the area is fuelled by immigration of people from 

the central and northern highlands looking for land for 

small scale agriculture, cattle ranching and timber extrac-

tion (Garland 1995; Schjellerup 2000; Shanee 2010). In 

many areas this has caused the complete loss of large areas 

of forested land (Shanee et al. 2007; Shanee 2010). In other 

areas patterns of land use and ownership have caused the 

isolation of many small patches of forest forming an an-

thropogenic landscape mosaic (Shanee 2010). A. miconax 
is listed as Vulnerable by the IUCN (Red List categories 

A2c) and Endangered under Peruvian law (Decreto Supre-

mo 34–2004-AG). A. miconax lives in small family groups 

of 2–6 individuals (personal observation). Like other night 

monkey species these groups generally comprise a hetero-

sexual pair and their off-spring. The diet of night monkeys 

Downloaded From: https://bioone.org/journals/Neotropical-Primates on 26 Apr 2024
Terms of Use: https://bioone.org/terms-of-use


