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9
Evaluation rapide de la biodiversité du massif du Panié et des Roches de la Ouaième, province Nord, Nouvelle-Calédonie

A Rapid Biological Assessment of the Mt. Panié and Roches de la Ouaième region, province Nord, New Caledonia

The Mt. Panié RAP survey was led by a partnership between local communities, Province nord (Northern Province), Conserva-

tion International (CI) and Dayu Biik, an indigenous conservation non-profit organization. CI and Province nord’s relationships 

with research institutes and experts, both in New Caledonia and internationally, brought together the multiple skills needed for 

this comprehensive survey. 

We are particularly thankful to the indigenous authorities of Haut-Coulna, Tao, Bas-Coulna, Tendo, Panié, Ouaième, Ouen-

ghip and Pagou for allowing and supporting this survey. We are also thankful to the members of the board of Dayu Biik for 

facilitating the work and involvement of local people. 

We are grateful to all the guides who accompanied the expedition : Suzanne Binet, Gillio Farino, Bernard Hatine, Jacob 

Hiandondimaat, Herve Poitilinaoute, Mathias Poitily, Elodie Teimpouene, Gabriel Teimpouene, Ghislain Teimpouene, Thomas 

Teimpouene, Jonas Tein, Ronald Tein, Maurice Wanguene. We also thank Jean-Jacques and Selvyna Levy for great logistics and 

Mr. Fisdiepas, Mayor of Hienghene, for his support to the expedition on his municipality. All of whom helped to make this RAP 

a success. 

We also thank the research institutes and organizations that supported the participation of their experts: the Caledonian 

Institute of Agronomy (IAC), the French Institute of Research for Development (IRD), the French National Museum of Natural 

History (MNHN), the International Center for Agricultural Research for Development (CIRAD), the Bioinformatics Labora-

tory of Botany and Plant Architecture (AMAP), the Missouri Botanical Garden (MO), the Caledonian Society of Ornithology 

(SCO), the Polish Academy of Sciences, the University of South Pacific (USP), the University of Canterbury, Villanova Univer-

sity, Texas A & M University-Corpus Christi, Spatial Ventures and ICF International.

We are also thankful to the peer-reviewers:

Plants: Gordon McPherson (Missouri Botanical Garden) & Philippe Birnbaum (Institut Agronomique néo-Calédonien)
Birds: Vivien Chartendrault (Société Calédonienne d’Ornithologie), Nicolas Barré (Institut Agronomique néo-Calédonien) & 

Prof. Jörn Theuerkauf (Polish Academy of Sciences)
Reptiles: Tony Whitaker (Whitaker Consultants Limited), Dr. Ross A. Sadlier (Australian Museum) & Dr. Aaron Bauer (Vil-
lanova University)
Odonates: Daniel Grand (Société Linnéenne de Lyon) & Prof. Thomas Donnelly (State University of New York)
Freshwater fishes and crustaceans: Dr. Philippe Gerbeaux (Department of Conservation)
Invasive mammals: Dr. Deborah Wilson (Landcare Research), Dr. Fabrice Brescia (Institut Agronomique néo-Calédonien) & 
Nicolas Morellet (Institut National de Recherche Agronomique)
Climate analysis: Philippe Frayssinet (Météo-France), Terry Hills (Conservation International) & Karyn Tabor (Conservation 
International)
Forest cover change: Robert Denham (Remote sensing centre, Queensland governement) & Marc Steininger (Conservation 
International)

We are thankful to Ralf-D. Shroers (Spatial Ventures) for the provision of some maps. We are indebted to Province nord and 

the Leon and Toby Cooperman Family Foundation which provided generous funding for this RAP expedition to Mt. Panié.
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