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just completed a handbook on isotopes and migration. Hobson is
internationally recognized for his expertise in isotope ecology and
has received several major awards. He is frequently invited to give
papers at international conferences, workshops, and universities,
and has an impressive list of co-authors from around the world.
Hobson is generous with his time in advising scientific colleagues
and students and informing the general public of conservation
issues. He is currently the Editor ofWaterbirds.

Hobson’s unique blend of strong analytical skills and ap-
preciation and understanding of avian natural history has led to
extremely insightful research and development of invaluable con-

servation tools. His internationally shared “weapons of conserva-
tion” have tremendously increased our understanding ofmigratory
birds and their habitats and make Keith A. Hobson an eminently
qualified recipient of the AOU’s Elliott Coues Award for 2007.

Award criteria.—The Elliott Coues Award recognizes extraor-
dinary contributions to ornithological research. There should be
no limitation with respect to geographic area, subdiscipline(s)
of ornithology, nor the time course over which the work was
done. The award consists of a medal and an honorarium provided
through the endowed Ralph W. Schreiber Fund of the American
Ornithologists’ Union.
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WILLIAM BREWSTER MEMORIAL AWARD, 2007:

ALLAN J. BAKER

Allan J. Baker, July 2006. (Photograph by Oliver Haddrath.)

Allan J. Baker, a leading scholar in avian molecular evolution,
is the Senior Curator of Ornithology and Head of the Department
of Natural History at the Royal Ontario Museum. A hallmark
of Baker’s research program is its depth and breadth. His Ph.D.
dissertation reconstructed the evolutionary history and historical
biogeography of the world’s oystercatchers. He was a leader in
using allozyme electrophoresis to study geographic variation in
birds, multivariate morphometrics, and the comparison of genetic
and morphological data. He also helped pioneer the application of
population genetics to the transmission of song memes in birds.
Baker was among the first ornithologists to switch to analyses of
mtDNA to investigate evolutionary questions within avian species,
and his study of the Dunlin (Calidris alpina) was a landmark
paper in avian phylogeography. He incorporated modern DNA

sequencing methods and retroposon insertions both to answer
questions in deep avian history and to investigate evolutionary
processes at the population level. His systematic studies were at the
forefront of the field, owing to his use of mitochondrial genomes.
For example, his studies of ancient DNA from moas has provided
a fascinating glimpse into this extinct part of avian evolutionary
history, as well as important insights into the tempo and mode
of moa evolution. Lately, his work has made fundamental
contributions to our understanding of rates of avian molecular
evolution.

Baker is co-chair of the All Birds Barcoding Initiative (ABBI)
steering committee, which aims to identify the >10,000 species of
birds in the world with unique DNA sequences from the COI gene.
Another major research theme focuses on reconstructing the

Downloaded From: https://bioone.org/journals/The-Auk on 13 May 2024
Terms of Use: https://bioone.org/terms-of-use



JANUARY 2008 — AWARDS — 241

avian tree of life with molecular markers and then mapping other
biological characters such as life history, behavior, geographic
distribution, and ecology on the tree to understand their
evolution. Apart from studying how biodiversity has evolved,
Baker is very active in conservation of migratory shorebirds,
which are declining around the world. In another landmark paper,
he demonstrated that the rapid population decline in Red Knots
(Calidris canutus) was caused by overfishing of horseshoe crabs
and their eggs in Delaware Bay, thereby preventing most birds
from refueling properly and lowering their annual survival in the
Arctic breeding grounds. Along with Professor Theunis Piersma,
Baker is cofounder of the Global Flyway Network, which provides
an early-warning service for identifying migratory shorebirds at
risk.

Throughout his career, Baker’s many publications have been
aimed at general audiences and have resulted in fundamental
contributions to our knowledge of the evolution of birds atmultiple
taxonomic tiers and of evolutionary processes in general. For his
outstanding and influential work in avian molecular evolution, the
AOU presents Allan J. Baker with the William Brewster Memorial
Award for 2007.

Award criteria.—TheWilliamBrewsterMemorial Award con-
sists of a medal and an honorarium provided through the endowed
William Brewster Memorial Fund of the American Ornithologists’
Union. It is given annually to the author or co-authors (not
previously so honored) of the most meritorious body of work on
birds of theWesternHemisphere published during the 10 calendar
years preceding a given AOU meeting.
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LYNN BLOXOM MARTIN II

Lynn Bloxom Martin II, November 2007. (Photograph by Jason Rohr.)

Lynn Bloxom (Marty) Martin II has significantly contributed
to progress in the field of eco-immunology, which is currently
proving its explanatory power in many aspects of biology. Martin
studies the physiological mechanisms that underlie life histories
in free-living vertebrates, particularly birds. He combines field
work with laboratory experiments, but his emphasis is always
on understanding organismal responses in natural settings.

Specifically, Martin is interested in understanding the connection
between the immune system, energy expenditure, and survival of
birds (and mammals). Such an approach is novel and has high
potential in both basic and applied sciences.

Martin’s career has already been highly productive. He
began his master’s thesis as a naturalist at the Virginia Common-
wealth University (VCU), studying woodpecker abundance and
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